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exercise a moderating influence on the lower house Chapter
when  under  Labour  auspices that house has  en-    ___
deavoured to advance too far on the path to State
Socialism, which in Western Australia, as in Queens-
land, has been operated with singularly little profit to
the State and much expense to the taxpayers through
the inability of the government effectively to manage
business undertakings.
(4) The Senate of the Irish Free State stands in a
category of its own, for, while-other Senates have real
powers, in the long run the Irish Senate can merely be
regarded as an advisory body whose advice must be
listened to in certain spheres, but need never be taken
if it appears unsound to the lower house. Its member-
ship is confined to persons over thirty years of age, and
they are elected by the two houses together on the
principle of proportional representation, names being
first placed on a panel constituted according to Acts
of 1927-28. The scheme contemplates the number as
60, the tenure nine years, and a third retiring each
three years. But for the time being, as the result of the
changes since 1922, the .actual tenure varies. Over
money bills the Senate has no power save of recom-
mendation, which must be made within twenty-one
days of receipt of the bill from the Bail. The Chairman
of the Dail decides what is a money bill, but two-fifths
of either house or a majority of the Senate may demand
reference to a Committee of Privilege, sitting under a
Supreme Court judge, which may decide the issue. In
the case of other bills the Senate may delay the
measure only; if it does not accept it either as sent up
or with amendments which the Dail agrees to within
eighteen months, the Dail may send it up again, and